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GKN AEROSPACE COWES MATERIALS & PROCESSES  
SPECIAL PROCESS AUDIT REPORT  

 
AUDIT DETAILS    
 

COMPANY ELEMENT MATERIALS TECHNOLOGY - CLEVELAND 
ADDRESS 5405 E SCHAAF RD,  

CLEVELAND, 
OH44134-1337 

TIPQA SUPPLIER CODE ST0058 
GKN PRIMARY CONTACT SHANE RIGBY 
TYPE OF AUDIT DESKTOP / SITE 
AUDIT DATE MARCH 2024 
ATTENDEE LIST 
AUDITOR(S) SHANE RIGBY 
AUDITEE CONTACT ANDREW KEARNS 

 
PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES OF AUDIT 
This audit was conducted as part of GKN Cowes’ 2024 External Special Process Audit 
Schedule. The objectives of this audit are to verify Element Materials Technology - Cleveland’s 
capability to undertake the process listed below and ensure conformance to the relevant 
specification. 
  
 
SCOPE AND CRITERIA 
 
SPECIFICATION PROCESS CONTRACT COMMENTS 

ASTM E112 Standard Test Methods for 
Determining Average Grain Size HTF  

ASTM E18 Standard Test Methods for 
Rockwell Hardness of Metallic Materials HTF  

ASTM E8/E8M Standard Test Methods for 
Tension Testing of Metallic Materials HTF  

 
 
AUDIT FINDINGS 
 
ACTION 
NUMBER CRITERIA DESCRIPTION CA/IA 

- - - - 
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CONCLUSIONS 
Element Materials Technology - Cleveland have historically been used as a sub-tier processor 
to Wyman-Gordon Forgings.  
 
Andrew Kearns, Quality Manager at Element, was contacted and confirmed that Element are 
still process parts for Wyman-Gordon Forgings (however, not currently as a sub-tier for GKN 
Aerospace), this shows that Element are still currently processing parts and therefore along 
with the below recognised accreditations are permitted for continuation of their approvals. 
 
This audit has been carried out and approval will be granted based on the Element Materials 
Technology – Cleveland’s A2LA and Nadcap approvals. 
 
 
APPROVALS 
Following this audit, the aforementioned supplier is hereby approved to conduct the following 
processes, subject to the timely closure of corrective actions: 
 
SPECIFICATION PROCESS RESTRICTIONS 

ASTM E112 Standard Test Methods for 
Determining Average Grain Size  

ASTM E18 Standard Test Methods for 
Rockwell Hardness of Metallic Materials  

ASTM E8 Standard Test Methods for 
Tension Testing of Metallic Materials  

 
 
DISCLAIMER 
Please note that any conclusions made as to the compliance of Element Materials Technology 
– Cleveland to the aforementioned audit scope is based on the conditions at the time of audit, 
and this audit only evaluates the sample observed.  
 
 
AUDIT REPORT APPROVAL 
ROLE PRINT NAME SIGNATURE DATE 
Author SHANE RIGBY  

GKN Primary 
Contact 

SHANE RIGBY  

Approval – 
Processes 

MATTHEW WOODFORD  

 
 
CIRCULATION 
TipQA 
External Special Process folder 
Andrew Kearns, Quality Manager, Element Materials Technology – Cleveland 
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AUDIT OBSERVATIONS 
COMMON AUDIT REQUIREMENTS 
 

                     QUESTION ANSWER REMARKS 
Does the supplier hold current NADCAP, ISO17025 or other 
relevant third party approvals?  
If so record approvals. 

YES NO Supplier is approved to Nadcap 
Materials Testing Laboratories 
(Expiry 30 November), and ISO 

17025 approved (Expiry 30 
September 2024) 

Does the supplier hold current AS9100 approval, or 
equivalent?  
If so record approvals. 

YES NO See attached 

Does the supplier have an internal special process 
schedule? 

YES NO This requirement must be met to 
satisfy Nadcap approvals as 

above 
Does the supplier have an effective corrective action 
process in place?  
Review at least one closed corrective action. 

YES NO Corrective action review was not 
undertaken during this audit. 

Does the supplier hold current issues of all applicable 
processing specifications, including any deviations and 
WAIS documents?  

YES NO Supplier approvals are to ASTM 
specifications only. 

Check of current issues would 
have been undertaken for 
Nadcap/A2LA approvals. 

 
SPECIFIC AUDIT REQUIREMENTS 
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